






























Summary of Events: 

Beginning on 09/22/2020 at 1302 hours, the National Weather Service Forecast Office (NWSFO) out 
of Sacramento, California issued a Fire Weather Watch for the Igo area for "critical fire weather 
conditions" to occur between 09/26/2020 and 09/28/2020. On 09/25/2020 at 1008 hours, NWSFO issued 
a Red Flag Warning for the Igo area for "critical fire weather conditions" to occur between 2100 hours 
on 09/26/2020 to 1200 hours on 09/28/2020. On 09/25/2020 at 2048 hours, the term "critical fire weather 
conditions" had been changed to "extreme fire weather conditions." The forecast on 09/25/2020 had 
predicted north to east winds 15-30 miles per hour (mph) with gusts from 40-45 mph and stronger gusts 
up to 55 mph in favored gaps and canyons. 

On 09/27/2020, at 1435 hours, (11 minutes prior to the first 911 report of the Zogg Fire), NWSFO issued 
a Red Flag Warning for "extreme fire weather conditions" with predicted north to east winds 15-30 mph 
with gusts 40-45 mph with stronger gusts up to 65 mph possible through the favored gaps and canyons. 
The NWSFO Fire Weather Watch and Warnings are publicly available on the Forecast Office website. 

At approximately 1446 hours, the Zogg Fire was reported in the community of Igo, in the County of 
Shasta, and State of California. Due to this location being within the unincorporated area of Shasta 
County, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Shasta County Fire 
Department, Happy Valley Fire Department, Redding Fire Department and Anderson Fire Protection 
District personnel were dispatched to the location of the fire. CAL FIRE Fire Captain Specialist Darren 
Stewart# 3481 also responded and arrived on scene at approximatelyl509 hours. 

Captain Stewart was assigned as the lead origin and cause Investigator due to the fire being in the State 
Responsibility Area, protected by CAL FIRE. Captain Stewart conducted a detailed origin and cause 
investigation over a ten-day period. Captain Stewart received assistance from nine additional CAL FIRE 
peace officers. These officers assisted Captain Stewart with locating fire pattern indicators and gridding 
of the scene. 

The area of origin was determined by Captain Stewart to be 70' northeast of Zogg Mine Road and 520' 
northwest of 8499 Zogg Mine Road. The area where the fire originated is in California Public Utility 
Commission (CPUC) Tier 2 fire-threat area. Tier 2 indicates there is an elevated risk (including likelihood 
and potential impacts on people and property) from utility-associated wildfires. Historical fire history data 
in the Zogg Fire area of origin shows the same area burned in the 2018 Carr Fire and in the 1950 Kanaka 
Creek Fire. 

The cause of the Zogg Fire was determined to be a gray pine falling in a southerly direction, striking 
powerlines owned and operated by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E). PG&E has identified 
the power line as the Girvan 1101, 12 kV Distribution Circuit. An arborist and electrical engineer were 
retained by CAL FIRE to provide an assessment of the gray pine and damaged electrical conductor. 

The arborist determined the gray pine was over 105' tall and over 2' in diameter at the base. The tree 
had decay and a significant cavity at the base of the tree that would have predisposed it to a downslope 
failure. The tree was over 80 years old and in 2019, it had a 23° lean towards the power lines. The 23° 

lean was determined by the arborist. The 23 ° lean was independently confirmed off LiDAR data 
gathered by PG&E in a 2019 LiDAR survey of the surrounding area. 
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The lean would have been obvious to pre-inspectors. Decay was observed in the center of the tree. The 
cavity and absence of supporting roots on the cavity side would have been visible from the sides and 
uphill, even if briefly viewed. The roots on both sides of the cavity were excessively large, which was 
evidence they had developed over a long period of high mechanical stress. The cavity was determined 
to have predated the Zogg Fire and Carr Fire. If established protocols for hazard tree identification and 
removal had been followed, the tree defect would have been discovered and subsequently removed prior 
to failure. 

Prior to the collection of evidence, I viewed the gray pine. I observed the large cavity and I noticed three 
indentations on branches that were facing the ground. The indentations were all similar in size and 
approximately the size of the conductor that was laying under the tree. The indentations on the branches 
appeared to have been caused by the conductor and electrical arcing. All other possible causes of the 
Zogg Fire were eliminated during the investigation. 

PG&E has statutory and regulatory duties to mitigate such risks by removing hazard trees. Publicly 
available information demonstrates in 2018, PG&E marked the gray pine for removal that caused the 
Zogg Fire. The gray pine was not removed, and subsequent PG&E vegetation management patrols failed 
to mark or remove the tree. PG&E has repeatedly and publicly acknowledged its awareness that such 
failures are likely to produce great bodily harm or death. 

On 10/02/2020, at approximately 1225 hours, I was assigned to the Zogg Fire. I responded to the Igo 
area and arrived at approximately 1320 hours. I contacted CAL FIRE Battalion Chief Zulliger. Chief 
Zulliger informed me the fatality site involving Karin King (79 years old), was located on Zogg Mine 
Road, north of South Fork Road. Chief Zulliger said the fatality site involving Alaina Rowe McLeod 
( 45 years old) and Fey la McLeod (8 years old) was located on Archer Road, north of South Fork Road. 
Chief Zulliger said the fourth fatality was Kenneth Vossen (52 years old). Chief Zulliger said Kenneth 
was transported by medical personnel to a local hospital .and he was later transferred to the UC Davis 
Burn Center, located in Sacramento, California. Chief Zulliger said he believed Kenneth sustained major 
burns to his body and he later succumbed to his injuries at UC Davis Medical Center. 

Chief Zulliger escorted me to Karin's fatality site. We arrived at approximately 1540 hours. I noticed 
what appeared to be a burnt Chevy Trailblazer. I noticed Karin's remains had been previously removed. 
I noticed what appeared to be a deceased animal inside the rear cargo area of the vehicle. Later, I spoke 
with Captain Stewart who told me he located Karin's severely burned remains on 09/27/2020, at 
approximately 1630 hours. The remains were located on the ground, next to the open driver's side door. 
The closest posted address sign to Karin's vehicle was located at 8221 Zogg Mine Road. 

I reviewed Shasta County Coroner Case Number C20-0666 and noticed postmortem toxicologic analysis 
of blood was conducted. I noticed the Forensic Pathologist reported the carboxyhemoglobin saturation, 
which is an indication of antemortem exposure to products of combustion, was slightly elevated but not 
at a lethal level. This suggests Karin was alive at the time of the fire and she inhaled the smoke. Karin 
was overcome by the fire and succumbed to thermal injuries as a result. The cause of death was certified 
as thermal injuries. 

Chief Zulliger and I responded to Alaina's and Feyla's fatality site, located on Archer Road. Chief 
Zulliger and I arrived at approximately 1706 hours. I noticed what appeared to be a Ford pickup, located 
on the south side of Archer Road, approximately 2.1 miles from South Fork Road. 
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